Leitersdorf, Austria, 1939 – Madrid, 2004
"The tension has appeared again and I'm thinking of making a kind of sail, combining
stone, cloth and tree." A. Schlosser,1988.
Adolph Schlosser was born in Leitersdorf, Austria, in 1939.
He studied sculpture at the Academy of Applied Arts in Graz
and from 1957 to 1959 painting at the Academy of Fine Arts
in Vienna. After a period of four years in Iceland, where he
combined his work as a fisherman and as a writer, he
returned to Vienna. During this period he began to practice
Hörspiel (audible games), and in the early 1960s he
produced his first sculptural works. In the mid-sixties he left
Vienna and moved to Madrid, together with sculptor Eva
Lootz; since then he lived and worked in the city of
Bustaviejo, Madrid. Shortly after settling in Spain, he began
to channel his interest in literature towards plastic
expression. After some initial incursions into geometric
language Schlosser found his own vocabulary, deeply
related with nature.
The artistic scene of this period was characterized by the
recovery of sculpture as a central form of expression. In this
pursue, the work of Schlosser repeatedly referred to two
fundamental vital experiences for him: his work as a sailor,
in fishing boats, during the four years he was in Iceland –
visible in works such as Foca, 1989, Velero, 1989, Pequod,
1990, or Moby Dick, 1990 - and his long walks in the
surroundings of Bustarviejo, Madrid.
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His growing interest in space and tension lead him to
experiment with materials like plastic, methacrylate, rope or rubber. In the following years he
slowly evolved towards different forms and processes and began to experiment with organic
materials, extracted directly from nature. Thus his practice evolved towards a simple, direct,
fragile and forceful work, in which the dichotomy nature/culture is central. Schlosser shortly found
the right environment in Madrid, where he kept developing his artistic ideas with Galería Buades
and the magazine Humo – with Juan Navarro Baldeweg, Eva Lootz and Patricio Bulnes-. In 1991
he received the National Prize of Plastic Arts, which recognized the importance of the role his
work developed within the Spanish sculptural situation.
In 1998 the IVAM of Valencia organized the first major retrospective of his work, followed another
solo exhibition organized by Museo Reina Sofia, Madrid, in 2006. His work has been installed in
the following public spaces; Palacio de la Magdalena, Santander; RENFE Station, Santander;
Plaza Centenario, San Sebastian; Campus of the Polytechnic University, Valencia, and Campus
of the University of Torrelavega, Santander. It can be found in several public collections, such
as the MNCARS, Madrid; the MACBA, Barcelona; the CAC, Seville and the CGAC, Santiago de
Compostela.

